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again we have an Instance of projection of his own failing.
Also because of his insistence on the body there would be a
temptation to base the distinction between maleness and
femaleness on the difference between the male and female
sex-organs, although I do not think that Lawrence can really
be accused of this latter naive mistake. Nevertheless, it does
seem likely that, as some psychologists have pointed out, each
individual Is by nature bi-sexual and then the actual sex of
the individual at any one moment would be that sex which
was dominant at that moment. But even if this were the case
we should not try to be of that sex opposite to what we are.

The opposition of the Body to the Mind., or better still, the
opposition, to use Lawrence's own mode of expression, of the
Sensual to the Ideal, was not I think primarily metaphysical,
although we seem to get that impression, especially from
Fantasia. I believe that fundamentally it was an ethical op-
position and ethical In this way:

That which Lawrence for ever desired, but never attained,
was fulfilment in love; the real reason for his failure was
his disintegration, although he himself thought it to be the
woman's demand for that of which he was incapable, viz.,
complete, not merely physical, coitus. Then, since he con-
sidered himself to be without fault, this demand which he
could not meet must be a kind of perversion. Sexual inter-
course should be purely sensual, a matter of body. If you
make it more (and for Lawrence this meant letting the mind
interfere) you are sinning, not only against your partner, but
against your own sensual and essential nature. In sex, Body,
the sensual self, Is good, Mind, the ideal self, is eviL Therefore
the sensual self is opposed to the ideal self, Body to Mind, as
dark is opposed to light, and Plato is reversed. So we read in
the last chapter of the Fantasia:

Sex Is the polarisation of the individual blood in man towards
the individual blood in woman. And sex union means bringing in to
connection the dynamic poles of sex in man and woman. In sex
we have our basic, most elemental being. Here we have our most